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ABSTRACT 

Particularly vulnerable tribal group (PVTG) earlier called as 

Primitive tribal group is a classification given by Government of 

India with the purpose of enabling improvement in the conditions of 

certain communities with particularly low development indices. The 

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups are characterized by various 

levels in which a pre-agriculture level of technology, a stagnant or 

declining population, extremely low literacy as well as subsistence 

level of economy is more vernal. Primitive tribal groups in Tamil 

Nadu have always remained a concern and in this regard the present 

study has been conducted to find out the socio-economic status of 

the Primitive tribal groups. Among these tribal groups we have 

studied one tribal group (IRULA) extensively and found that they 

are still under the austerity of social and educational backwardness. 

 

 

 

ABBREVIATIONS 

 

PVTG: Particularly vulnerable tribal group  

PTG : Primitive Tribal Groups 

HADP: Hill Area Development Programme 
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Introduction 

Tribe commonly signifies a group of people 

speaking a common language, observing uniform 

rules of social organization, and working together 

for common purpose/interests. Another typical 

characteristic of tribe include a common name, a 

contiguous territory, a relatively uniform culture 

or way of life and a tradition of common descent. 

Moreover, the tribe is generally used to denote 

group of primitive or barbarous clans under 

recognized chiefs.  

In general, the term tribe was applied by 

anthropologists to people, who were considered 

primitive, living in backward areas, and did not 

know the use of writing. (Breeks J.W,1873) 

Sometimes, it was considered synonymous with 

the term race, which in scientific uses, has an 

entirely different meaning. 

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups   

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups  who 

were earlier called as Primitive Tribal Groups 

(PTG)  are characterized by 

 A pre-agriculture level of technology 

 A stagnant or declining population 

 Extremely low literacy and  

 A subsistence level of economy 

Primitive Tribal Groups in Tamil Nadu 

The list of approved Primitive Tribal Groups 

(PTGs) in Tamil Nadu are: 

 

1. Kattu Naickans or Kattunayans 

2. Kotas 

3. Kurumbas 

4. Irulas 

5. Paniyans 

6. Todas 

 

Among six Primitive Tribal groups, Todas, 

Paniyans, Kurumbas and Kotas are exclusively 

living only in Nilgiris district of Tamil Nadu 

while as Irulas and Kattunaickans 

(Kattunayakans) are spread throughout Tamil 

Nadu including Nilgiris district (Bird D.N., 

1997). We have studied Irula tribe extensively 

in present study. 

Irula: Particularly Vulnerable Tribal 

Groups in the Nilgiris 

Irula or Irulas, a Scheduled Tribe, are one of the 

major tribes of Tamil Nadu and are distributed in 

twelve districts which include the Nilgiris. The 

total population of Irulas in Tamil Nadu, 

according to 2001 census is 155606 (77942 

males and 77664 females) and their literacy rate 

is 34.30 per cent. In Tamil Nadu, the Irula are 

known by several names as Irular, Iruligaru, 

Iruliga, Iruvan, Villiar, Kadu Poojaris etc, but the 

Irula people who are dwelling in Nilgiris district 

prefer to call themselves as "Irulas". (Jebadhas 

A.W.,and William A.N.,1989) The name Irula is 

supposed to be derived from the Tamil word 

"Irul" meaning darkness which may refer to their 

black skin complexion. The Government of 

India identified the Irula as one of the six 

primitive tribal groups of Tamil Nadu. 

 

In Nilgiris District, Irulas are spread over in four 

taluks, Kundah, Kotagiri, Coonoor and 

Udhagamandalam and their total population in 

Nilgiri district as per survey (Jakka Parthasarathy 

2000) was 8714, total families 1913 and they are 

inhabiting in 67 villages. They speak Irula, a 

dialect which is a south Dravidian language of 

the Tamil-Malayalam sub group (Parthasarathy, 

J.,2003). 

 

Irula settlement is called as aral, representing 

many houses built contiguous to each other. 

Typical man wears a short piece of cloth around 

the waist and a towel on his shoulder, woman 

wears thundu, (a piece of cloth) around the waist 

in combination with the modern blouse. They are 

non-vegetarians (Zvelebil K. V.,1988). 

 

The map below is showing details of the study 

area. 



 Social Status of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group - Irula: A summarizing Study/ Magimairaj 

 

Social Science & Humanities International                              January 2017¦Volume 1¦Issue 1 

45 
 

0

100

Illiterate Primary High School Graduation Post 
graduation

75
20 5 0 0

Educational Status

 

 

 

 

The study was undertaken in-order to investigate 

the social status of a PVTG-Irula. A questionnaire 

was framed and distributed among one hundred 

respondents from Irula tribes in Nilgiris district 

of Tamilnadu State.The sampling was done 

through simple random sampling method. A 

simple percentage analysis was chosen to 

analyse the data. The responses of the Irula 

respondents are described in below tables: 

 

Table No.1 Educational Status                       

 

As per the data from above the table, majority 

of Irula (i.e, 75 percent) tribes are illiterates. 

Only 20 percent of them study up to primary 

level and 5 percent of them study up to high 

school level. 

 

 

 

After analysing the results of Educational 

status, we come to know about the fact that 

majority of the Irulas are illiterates and no one 

studied up to graduation and post-graduation 

levels. Among all the primitive tribes, Irula is 

still at the primitive stage; altogether 95 

percent of the Irula tribes are still at the bottom 

so far as educational status is concerned .As 

educational status is one of the primary factors 

which brings socio-economic development and 

other developments to the tribes; Irula tribe is 

lacking behind. 

                           

                                       *Source: Field Data 

Educational Status 
Illiterate 75 

Primary 20 

High School 5 

Graduation 0 

Post-graduation 0 

Total 100 
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Table  2. What is your type of House 

What is your type of house? 

Concrete 0 

Thatched 10 

Tile roof 90 

if any mention 0 

Total 100 

 

 

So far as development and basic necessities of 

the life are concerned. The data from the table 2 

indicates that nobody is having a concrete house. 

10 percent of the respondents have Thatched 

houses and 90 percent of the respondents have 

tile roof houses. 

When we analysed the respondents responses 

and compared the data with table on ‘income’ 

we found that there are 95 percent of the 

respondents who receive less than 8000 rupees. 

The earning reflects and relates directly to the 

type of house they live in. Because of the 

minimum wages, majority (i.e 90 percent) of 

them live only in the tile roof houses. 

As per the data from the table  below regarding 

the availability of electricity to the houses, 60 

percent of the respondents said ‘Yes’, their 

houses have electricity, 40 percent of the 
respondents said ‘No’, their houses have no 

electricity. 

 

         Table 3. Whether your house has 

electricity 

Whether your house has 

electricity? 

Yes 60 

No 40 

Total 100 

 

 

The analysis of the data shows that majority of 

the respondents have electricity in their houses, 

but that is not enough; every house must have 

electricity as life without electricity during this 

modern era is completely impossible. These 

conditions are providing a primitive picture of 

the Irula tribe. 

Table 4.Whether the Government helps 

building your houses 

Whether the Government helps 

building your houses? 

Yes 40 

No 60 

Total 100 
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Next, we tried to find out the Government 

intervention in building their houses. The data 

from the above table on government’s help on 

building the houses of Irula tribe shows that 40 

per cent of the Irula tribal houses were built with 

the help of government, where as 60 percent of 

the Irula houses were built without any 

intervention from the government side; indicating 

that government’s help is not sufficient to this 

primitive tribe in fulfilling one of their basic 

needs. 

 

Table  5.Whether the help is sufficient? 

Whether the help is sufficient? 

Yes 0 

No 40 

Total 40 

 

It is surprising to know the fact that none of the 

beneficiaries responded affirmatively about the 

help of the government in building their houses. 

The question was asked to 40 respondents, 

whose houses were built with the help of 

government. All of them unanimously responded 

that the help is not sufficient. 

 

 

Table 6.The quality of houses built 

through Govt? 

 

 

The quality of the houses built through 

Govt? 

Very good 0 

Good 6 

Satisfactory 10 

Bad 24 

Total 40 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As per the data from the above table on the 

quality of the houses built with the help of 

government, it was revealed that 60 percent of 

the respondents(out of total forty beneficiaries) 

feel ‘bad’ about the quality of the houses built 

with the help of government, whereas 25 

percent of the respondents are satisfied with 

the help and 15 percent of them expressed 

‘good’. Housing is one of the primary needs of 

an individual. Though only 40 percent of the 

respondents’ houses were built with the help 

of government, but the quality of this help is 

not satisfactory as per the opinions of the 

majority of the beneficiaries. 

 

 Table 7.Whether sufficient space it has? 

Whether sufficient space it has? 

Yes 0 

No 40 

Total 40 
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As per the data from the above table, it was 

revealed that all respondents (beneficiaries of 

government’s help) opined that the house doesn’t 

have enough space for comfortable living. It was 

surprising to know this interpretation.  

 

Table 8.Whether the house possess all 

the required amenities 

Whether the house possesses all the 

required amenities? 

Yes 0 

No 40 

Total 40 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The interpretation of the data from the above table 

shows a uniform and unanimous response from 

the respondents. All of them invariably responded 

that the house lacks in basic amenities.Keeping in 

view, the responses we believe that these houses 

are lacking not only in space but they also lack 

basic amenities. This is really a worrisome fact 

which exhibits the complete failure of 

government’s help in providing a full-fledged 

house to Irua tribe. 

Table 9.What type of fuel you use for 

cooking? 

What type of fuel you use for cooking? 

Cooking Gas 20 

Kerosene 0 

Fire wood 80 

if any 0 

Total 100 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The data from the above table shows that 20 

percent of the Irula tribes use cooking gas for 

the cooking, 80 percent of them use fire wood 

and nobody uses kerosene as fuel for cooking. 

The analysis of the above table on the type of 

fuel; the Irula tribes use for cooking indicates 

that firewood is the major (80 percent) fuel they 

use for cooking. The firewood is easily available 

and more over cooking gas and kerosene are to 

be bought which as per their economic status is 

not possible.   

 

 

Conclusion 

The conclusion we arrived at after analysis the 

oveall socio-economic status of the primitive 

tribe is that; they are at primitive stage still.  

Irula tribe as per the educational status is 

concerned, is still at the most backward status. 

Educational status is one of the primary factors 

which brings socio- economic development to 

a tribe.  

Further, their limited earning reflects the type of 

houses.More than 50percent of Irula respondents 

do not have electricity indicating its primitive 

stage. Though the government of Tamilnau helps 

them to build their houses through the HADP 

scheme, it is not enough for them to lead a 

decent life. Moreover, majority of the  Irula 

tribes still depend upon firewood as their fuel 

for cooking.  Hence, it can be said that the social 
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status of the Irula tribe has not been improved 

though the government has initiated several 

welfare programmes and schemes. The benefit 

of those programmes has not reached to them yet 

in a way it should be. They are still at the bottom 

of the social status table while comparing their 

counterparts elsewhere. New initiatives must be 

taken from Government of India to make them 

comparable with the other populations of the 

county in socio-economic status. 
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